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PERISCOPE. 


sudden death of a niece, a child of three years, from epilepsy, 
suggested to the ignorant family, after a council and much family 
discussion of the question, the conclusion that the child died in 
consequence of being “bewitched.” The first patient imme¬ 
diately began to experience strange sensations. She had halluci¬ 
nations of smell and of taste. She fancied herself suffocating, 
smelled strange odors, and heard strange sounds. These phe¬ 
nomena were regarded as the results of witchcraft. Soon other 
members of the family had similar experiences, and in the course 
of a few days the occupants of the house, ten adults in all, enter¬ 
tained similar delusions. They heard voices, smelled odors, were 
suffocated by stinks, and became wakeful, excited, and destructive 
to property. While under the influence of these delusions they 
were guilty of many extravagances. They cut little pieces from 
each finger and toe of the first-named patient in order to keep her 
blood running, being fully persuaded that if the blood stopped life 
would be extinguished by witchcraft. They also fired guns 
through the windows of the house to dispel the witches, cut off 
their horses’ tails and slit up their cattle’s ears to protect them from 
similar dangers. Finally, they so apprehended witchery as to not 
permit a single person to come near the house; all suffered for 
the necessaries of life. When a physician came to examine into 
the condition of the insane woman, he was attacked by a sister 
with a knife and received a dangerous wound. It at last became 
necessary to arrest and imprison the whole family before the ex¬ 
citement was checked. The first patient and the sister who com¬ 
mitted the assault were brought to the asylum. As soon as they 
were removed the other members of the family dropped their 
delusions and in a few days were able to return home. The 
second patient, who was congenitally feeble-minded, and supersti¬ 
tious by education, relinguished her delusions, and in a few weeks 
was permitted to return home with her husband. She is now 
taking care of her family. The first patient admitted is still under 
treatment. In this instance, all the delusions which were enter¬ 
tained by other members of the family were unquestionably 
derived from one insane woman. Had she been surrounded by 
persons of healthy minds and fair education, who possessed the 
ability to discern the results of disease, it is probable that the 
insanity of the first would not have extended beyond herself. 


Etiological Factors as Causes of Depression in Paretic 
Dementia. —Dr. Kiernan, Chicago, Ill., (Alienist and Neurolo¬ 
gist , Jan., 1883,) says that he has observed, in thirty-four cases, 
that the majority presented at their outset depression. The 
etiological features, however, likely to result in depression, which 
presented themselves were as follows : 

Locomotor ataxia preceded in , . 4 cases 

Lues preceded in . , . . 4 “ 
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1 case 

_ U 


3 cases 


16 cases 
18 “ 


34 cases. 

It is observable that the special differences produced by these 
depressing factors are that, in cases involving locomotor ataxia, 
depression always existed at the outset; those preceded by lues 
were as frequently optimistic as otherwise. These figures, there¬ 
fore, tend to support the views advanced as to the frequency of 
depression at the outset of paretic dementia. 

J. G. Kiernan, M.D. 


e .—THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

The Electrical Reaction of the Optic Nerves. —Dr. 
Davies in a communication to the Ophthalmological Society gives 
the results of his observations. He states that in all diseases in 
which temporary paleness of the optic disk occurs, the electrical 
excitability of the optic nerve remains normal. On the other 
hand, true atrophy of the nerve is shown by a diminution of the 
excitability, which thus enables us to detect the nature of the 
■condition, where the ophthalmoscope and other methods fail. 

To examine the electrical reaction he places the large positive 
■electrode over the root of the nose, the small negative electrode 
over the upper and outer part of the eyeball in such a way that it 
rests on the orbital bone, and only lightly touches the eyeball. 
He then, commencing with a weak current, gradually increases the 
strength till a decided sensation of light is experienced. The 
number of cells and the deflection of the needle are then noted. 
The strength of the current is then diminished till the sensation 
■of light ceases. This last is taken as the measure of excitability. 
In normal individuals -fa milli-ampere with one or two elements 
is sufficient to cause the sensation of light. The same is true of 
■congenital, hysterical and alcoholic amblyopia. On the other 
hand, in true atrophy it requires 3-8 elements and an electrical 
current of 3-100 milli-amperes.— Deut. med. Zeitung, 1884, No. 
■61. 


Epilepsy preceded in 
Myelitis preceded in 
Paranoia preceded in 
Senile insanity preceded in 
Railroad injury preceded in . 
Menopause preceded in 

No depressing etiological factor in . 


Hystero-Epilepsy Cured by Division of the Cervix 
Uteri. —Flechsig, reports a case of hystero-epilepsy, in an 
eighteen-year-old girl, associated with dysmenorrhoea. Since the 
first appearance of the catamenia the patient had suffered from 



